
July 30, 2009 - Dems' legislation won't accomplish stated goals

You would be hard-pressed to find a policymaker in Washington, D.C., say our nation's health
care system is not desperately in need of change and improvement. There is also broad
agreement on the goals — reduced costs, improved quality of care, and increased access to
care.       

  

Unfortunately, presenting legislation in the name of "reform," does not, as the House Democrats
would have you believe, move toward accomplishing these goals.

  

House Democrats claim their proposal will reduce the federal budget deficit by increasing the
government's involvement in our health care system through provisions such as creating a new
government-run insurance program designed to artificially "compete" with private insurers. This
is patently false and, as widely reported in the press, on July 25, the nonpartisan Congressional
Budget Office dealt its second major blow in as many weeks to the Democrats' plan by
announcing these provisions would effectively yield no savings.

  

So what exactly does this Democratic plan mean for the taxpayer? It means spending $1 trillion
for little to no return. Real reform is not making taxpayers shell out $1 trillion to fund a
government takeover of the health care industry.

  

Why, when Congress should be helping to create jobs and encourage growth, are Democrats
trying to pass legislation that will result in the loss of millions of jobs through new taxes on small
businesses? Their plan to institute a new "play or pay" policy will hit small businesses with a
mandatory 8 percent surtax if they don't provide health coverage for all employees. This will
force thousands of small businesses across the country to cut millions of jobs — or worse, shut
their doors.

  

As a former small business owner, I know firsthand the dire consequences this mandate would
have. In their infancy, most small businesses cannot afford to provide employees with health
care. As they grow, that changes. This tax would take away choices fundamental to the success
of small businesses, inevitably smothering opportunity for growth. Real reform is not funding the
government takeover of health care through job-killing taxes on small businesses.
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Another group this bill targets is senior citizens. Democrats are proposing to cut $500 billion in
Medicare funding over the next decade. With 25 percent of health care costs coming in the last
year of a patient's life, the enactment of this provision inevitably means seniors will receive less
care.

  

The House Democrats' solution to cutting costs is to ration care by inserting new government
controls in Medicare. Under their plan, the government, not doctors, will determine what care
our nation's seniors will receive. Real reform is not funding the government takeover of health
care by rationing care for our seniors.

  

Even if House Democrats can develop a bill that is deficit neutral, it will only get us back to
where we are now — on the road to insolvency. We need reform that doesn't use accounting
gimmicks and will, in earnest, reduce the costs of our health care system.

  

If the Democrats want to provide real reform and pass a bill that accomplishes the goals they
espouse — increased coverage and reduced, sustainable costs — they should take a cue from
their Republican colleagues' health care reform priorities and do the following:

  

• Increase access to care by providing tax incentives for individuals to purchase their own health
care and provide relief for those who are working but can't afford health care;

  

• Build on the proven employer-based system and require health insurers to cover those with
pre-existing conditions;

  

• Enable small businesses to reduce health care costs through group purchasing and make all
policies portable; and

  

• Include medical malpractice reforms in order to reduce the costly practice of defense
medicine.
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House Democrats are presenting the American people with a false choice by comparing their
current plan to the alternative of doing nothing. We deserve better. We deserve real reform.

  

 

  

http://www.denverpost.com/opinion/ci_12940517
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